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The entire Cabinet, and the whole Liberal Party in the
House, were solidly behind it* In the country, too, there
was a large body of enlightened opinion which perceived
its advantages. It was an immense help that a measure,
looked askance upon as the Insurance Bill was by the lower
classes, should have been sponsored by the one statesman
above all others who in word and deed had given such
incontrovertible proof of being the friend of the working
man: without that invaluable asset, it is more than likely
that it never could have been carried into effect*
As reports concerning the vast unpopularity of the
Insurance Bill reached them from die constituencies, the
Conservative leaders began to repent of the too cordial
welcome which they had extended to it* But their approval
had been expressed too unequivocally in Parliament for
open opposition to it in principle now to be possible.
Consequently, while Conservative criticism of the measure
in Parliament remained ostensibly friendly, in the con-
stituencies, and at by-elections, ruthless war was declared*.
The Tory Press denounced the measure without mercy,
referring to it as " the malingerer's millennium ", " the
cheat's charter", and other equally uncomplimentary
things. The Liberal Unionist Party, whose unlovely and
useless life was not yet finally extinct, issued a leaflet in
which the Insurance Bill was fiercely denounced as "A
compulsory payment towards Socialism ".
Meanwhile, Lloyd George went calmly on his way,
receiving deputations, holding conferences, and doing all in
his power to conciliate reasonable opposition* Throughout
the protracted cpntest, both on the floor of the House, md
on countless platforms in the couxittyv the Chancellor
found invaluable support in the fine mind, and eloquent
tongue, of a young politician who was rapidly coming to the
front~C. R G* Masterman*